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iragis Irked By Provision of Intelligence to Iran, Ambassador Says

By JOAN MOWER, Asscciatsd-?ress~uriter

Irag's ambassador to the United States sa3i¢ Monday his government is upset
that the Reagan aoministration Gave intelligence informatics to Iran in early
1986, shortly before Tehran scored an Important military victory.

"I think that intelligence provisions are even more GNGENTUS than providing
arms ant military equipment to the government,"iraqi Ambassagor Nizar Hamdoon
53id in a telephone isterview with The Assaciated Press.

Hamdoon, «hose country also has received intelligence help From the Unites
States, said officials in Baghdad were perturbed that the agministration
reportedly handed over information to Iran in late January ang eariy February of
iast year. '

A few days later, on Feb. ?, 19286, lran launched an offensive, capturing the
‘ailsaart~affrau‘with§n-days. Its occupation dealt a serious S5low t6 Iragi morale
and brought the war, now over & /2 years old, to within 45 miles of the Kuwaiti
Berger. : ' '

"Obviously, we were upset about it," Hamdoon said, adding that the
- intelligence aid to Iran came weeks before the &ﬁvasiﬁﬁ~6F'F8ﬂ*ﬁ£ﬁ§ﬁsula.

A preliminary report on the Iran-Contra case, released last week by the
Senate Select Committee an Intelligence, said fﬁteiiigﬁﬂCG‘matEfﬁal"WSS'ﬁftﬁi?@ﬁ
- to be given to Iranian arms dealer Manucher Ghorbanifar on Jan. 24, 1984 and in
‘wid-february.

CIA officials, including the newx intelligence ttrectar, Robert Eatesir,k;:>

objected to providing the material tg Ghorbanifar, wke was iﬁ’intermediary in
the sale of 4.5, arms to Tehran. v :

"Gates testified that he objected to the release of some specific
intelligence relating to Irag but that be was GverTuled by the NSC (National
Security Council). ... A €A official was directeg to take the intelligence
sample to Ghorbanifar," the report said. ‘
. The report also quotes former CIA Deputy Director John McMahon gzs objecting'ﬁ7_
io the wmove because GhorSanifar could not -be trusted and "because intelligence
could give Iran an advantage in the war."But McMahon testified that (former NSC
aoviser Johnl "“Poindexter insisted, and he (McMahon! obe y" the report said.

The report does not Specify what type of information was shareg with
Shorbanifar. Asked about any iﬁtelligeﬁce‘heiﬁ*receiveﬂ-by_{fan, ttate
Department spokesman Charles £. Redman said, "I just don't have anything I can
BEIp you with."The United States 58y5 it is5 neutral in the war and wants to 588
the bloody conflict brought to a close without victor of vangquished.

- The aﬂmfnistfatiﬁn,7hauever,~haS‘heipeﬂ'bﬁth 5iges in the conflict, Selling
arms to Tehran since August 1385 and secretly providing Iraq with information
about Iranian defenses last year. v
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In December, two U.S. officials, speaking on condition they remain anonymous,

-confirmed that informatios from U.5. satellite reconnaissance p“snugrapu; Was

turned agver to irag, whose pilots used them to pinpoint targe;s in bombing ra;ds
Iucu‘an Gil terminals and power plants.

The rationale for giving Irag the data the officials said at the time, was.
toc prevent the smaller Ccountry from being overrun by Iran's larger forces.

Frec Axelgard, a Middle East fello&vat the Center for Strategic and

Yoo d bl E XY K 0 -¥. . B 3 b -
intersational Studies, a private think tank, said Iran has had the offensive in

the war for five years.

Any U.35. intelligence would be a big boost for Tehran, he sa

16. At the same
time, he 3310, it was "vifficult to swallow" the idea that the Iragis 1lost the

Faw peninsula in February 1786 because of U.3. intelligence.

- The Iraqis were caught by s&rarise and then proved to be militarily
inflexibie, he said. ‘
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